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2nd Annual Big “T” Memorial Chili Cook-off

Sponsored by Centex Oilman’s Association
September 30th & October 1st
The Centex Oilman’s Association is pleased to announce the 2nd annual Big “T” memorial Chili Cook-off benefiting Big “T”s Buddies’ Autism Support Network, a non-profit organization formed to assist autistic children of Freestone County.
The cook-off will be held at the Freestone County Fairgrounds in Fairfield, TX. Team entry fee will be $200 per three man team.

Friday night will feature a “Cooks Choice” competition. Each team will be required to prepare enough food for 50 people. This preliminary competition will be judged and an award will be presented to the winner. 

Saturday will be “Chili” only. Each team will be required to cook 50 lbs. of finished chili which must be prepared on the grounds. You may begin preparing your chili at 6:00 AM and judging will be at 1 PM in the convention center. Awards will be presented to the Top Four teams. In addition cash prize of 1000.00 dollars to first place. There will also be a $ 1,000.00cash prize for most decorate camp. 
The Chili Cook-off will be limited to the first 150 teams that register. Deadline for registration will be September 1st, 2010. Please contact Leldon Childs (Leldon_Childs@xtoenergy.com), Brad Franklin (bradfranklin74@yahoo.com). 
Sponsorships for the Chili Cook-off will be as follows:

a) Platinum- $2,500 fee- gets 2 cooking team entries, 2 VIP passes for both nights, sponsor name in largest print on T-shirts and on large banner.

b) Gold- $1,500 fee-gets 2 cooking team entries, sponsor name on back of T-shirt and on large banner.

c) Silver-$1,000 fee-gets 1 cooking team entry and sponsor name on back of T-shirt and on large banner.

Both days’ activities will be open to the public so please come hungry. Admission for each day’s festivities will be $25 for adults and free admission for children under 12. Tickets available on line at www.ticketweb.com. Please be certain you pickup an armband at the gate upon admission each day. No one will be served without this armband.
There will be live music both nights furnished by several popular Texas bands. Music and festivities will end at midnight on both nights.
A limited number of camping spots will be available with electricity on a first come-first serve basis at $35.00 per day. 

Please come out, enjoy the festivities and most of all help “Big T”s Buddies Autism Support Network.
Chili Rules for 2011
I. CHILI COOKING RULES

A. CHILI COOKED ON SITE- All chili must be cooked from scratch on site the day of the cookoff. No cooking of chili before 6:00 AM. All chili must be prepared in the open (no cooking in motorhomes, etc.). All Chili must be prepared and cooked in designated cooking area. 

B. CHILI COOKED FROM SCRATCH- “Scratch” is defined as starting with raw meat. No marinating is allowed. Commercial chili powder is permissible, but complete commercial chili mixes (“just add meat” mixes that contain premeasured spices) are NOT permitted.
C. CHILI COOKED FOR PUBLIC- Each team is required to cook 50# of finished chili for the public. This does not have to be the same chili you turn in for judging and you may add fillers to the public chili.
D. NO FILLERS IN CHILI – Beans, macaroni, rice, hominy, or other similar ingredients are not permitted.
E. SANITATION- Cooks are to prepare and cook chili and other foods in as sanitary a manner as possible.
F. COOKS MAY HAVE TO TASTE THEIR CHILI- At the discretion of the head judge, chili cooks may be required to remove the lids from their chili cups and taste their chili before turning in for judging. (If a contestant refuses, his or her chili will be disqualified.)
G. ONE CHILI PER COOK- Each head cook is responsible for preparing one pot of chili that he or she intends to be judged and turning in one judging cup from that pot. No more than one judging sample can be taken from any one pot.
H. PROTECT THE JUDGING CUP- Once judging cups have been issued, each head cook is responsible for his or her judging cup. Cooks must not remove or tamper with the numbers on the outside of the cups. Any marked or altered cup must be replaced prior to turn-in or it will be disqualified. You must turn in your cup and both judging tickets to receive a new cup.
I. FILLING CUPS- Cups will be filled ¾ full or to the level designated at the cooks meeting.
J. CHILI TURN IN- Chili will be turned in at the place and time designated at the cooks meeting or as otherwise designated by the head judge.
K. PYROTECHNICS- No chili contestant may discharge firearms or use any pyrotechnics or explosives at the chili cookoff. Contestants discharging firearms and/or using explosives or other pyrotechnics will be disqualified from the cookoff and escorted off the property.
L. ALCOHOL- NO UNDERAGE DRINKING WILL BE PERMITTED; VIOLATORS WILL BE ESCORTED OFF THE PROPERTY AND MAY FACE PROSECUTION.
M. Judges decisions are final
